
Response to the Thompson Elk Fountain blog from the office of Mayor Ted 
Wheeler: 

Hello,   

Thanks for your interest in the future of the Thompson Elk and Fountain. Few pieces in our rich public 
art collection are as beloved by Portlanders as the Elk, and so we wanted to provide you a full picture of 
the process related to its return, which many have been encouraging.   

BACKGROUND  

During the summer of 2020, as a racial justice reckoning swept the United States, protestors lit several 
fires in the fountain’s troughs and destroyed portions of the granite. To protect what remained, the 
City’s nonprofit arts partner removed the Elk and water bureau contractors removed the Fountain in 
July and August 2020. The Portland Water Bureau has provided a full inventory of the salvaged Fountain 
pieces.  

To return the Elk to SW Main, the first step was to formally recognize that the historic Elk and Fountain 
no longer exist on the site. This is a retroactive action that needs to take place in order to be in code 
compliance when its removal originally occurred, but that step is happening now and does not 
influence or predetermine any future action related to the Elk or Fountain.  

We now collectively face a choice: how do we return the Elk – which is an iconic Portland piece in the 
City’s art collection – to public view?  

At the request of the Council members of the involved bureaus (Bureau of Development Services, 
Water, Transportation and Parks) the Bureau leaders met to consider various scenarios for 
consideration, including these community supported ideas:  

• Elk and the Fountain as two units – some people feel strongly that the Elk needs to 
return to SW Main with safety accommodations – and want to find a new home for the 
Fountain;   

• Elk and Fountain as one unit – some want them both back in the middle of SW Main – 
and are suggesting a separate transportation project occur to address public safety 
issues;   

• New location for Elk and Fountain- some don’t want to choose between what’s 
supporting the Elk and public safety - and want the city to try to find a new location for 
both;   

• And there are probably other opinions we have not yet heard.  

After much discussion, the affected bureaus jointly recommended that the Elk return to SW Main but 
with the proposal that longstanding pedestrian/bicycle/traffic safety issues through the design a newer, 
narrower pedestal.   

It will now move into a second phase of public engagement designed to solicit feedback on this 
proposal.  

  

https://efiles.portlandoregon.gov/Record/14664180/
https://efiles.portlandoregon.gov/Record/14664180/


WHAT’S NEXT- PUBLIC COMMENT  

PBOT will be leading the next part of this process, and put this proposal for public 
consideration/feedback, as it is part of an overall transportation and safety improvement project on that 
stretch of SW Main Street.   

However, this proposal is not a pre-determined outcome. This is simply one option forwarded for 
consideration that brings the beloved Elk back to its iconic location together with transportation safety 
accommodations in an effort to be responsive to these safety concerns. In this next phase, the public 
input will be critical in further shaping the next steps for this project- including both the future of the Elk 
and Fountain.   

We hope you will take advantage of these opportunities– and we will share those opportunities when 
they become available.   

  

Sincerely,  

Constituent Services Team   

 


